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Residents of District E, 
Update:  Filing date for election to city office closed at 5:00 PM on Wednesday, 
September 7th. I am proud to say that I did not draw an opponent, and therefore, will be 
reelected to serve as the District E Council Member. I want to thank my constituents for 
believing in the work that my staff and I do for them, and for allowing me to serve another 
term. More information about city elections is contained elsewhere in this newsletter. 

As the current drought lingers, we are setting records for the amount of water used. 
Rest assured, the city has an ample supply of water to meet our needs, but we still must 
conserve it. The city’s main water supply is Lake Houston, followed by Lake Conroe 
(we own 70% of the water rights), and Lake Livingston (where we also own 70% of the 
water rights). Combined water availability is 1.2 billion gallons per day. Our Public Works 
department produces and distributes more than 146 billion gallons of water each year 
through a 7,000-mile distribution system. 

One casualty of the draught is the toll that it has taken on our trees. During an inspection 
along Kingwood Drive, where there are literally thousands and thousands of trees in 
the city’s esplanades there, hundreds of trees are being marked for removal. This is 
not being done for aesthetic reasons, but rather for safety reasons. These trees are at 
risk of falling under the right circumstances. If you see trees that you suspect are safety 
hazards, report them to the city’s 3-1-1 system. It can access by phone or via the internet 
(very convenient to use). 

The start of school is now behind us, but I want to update you on our involvement. 
We spend the first two weeks of every school year monitoring traffic around the larger 
schools in our council district. My staff and I actually deploy to Kingwood High, Clear 
Lake, Kingwood Park, and Dobie High Schools. I want to thank the Houston Police 
Department for working with us to ensure that students could safely make it to school, 
and commuters could traverse the congestion and make it up to the freeways. I also want 
to thank KSA Public Safety Committee (Chair is Marshall Settegast) for donating funds 
to install “Cell Phones Prohibited in School Zones” signs at all schools in Kingwood. This 
could not have been done without their vision, commitment to safety, and donation of the 
necessary funds. 

Fall is here and we have started another round of town hall meetings throughout the 
district. We will conduct meetings in Kingwood, Clear Lake, and in the South Belt area. 
Dates and locations are listed elsewhere in this newsletter. Please note that this will be 
my last town hall meeting for the South Belt area. That portion of my council district goes 
to Council Member Wanda Adams on January 1, 2012, as a result of the city’s recent 
redistricting process. As a reminder, I am losing everything west of the Gulf Freeway. The 
rest of my district remains exactly the same as it is today. 

There are a number of projects and activities going on in my council district. 
I would encourage you to read the September newsletter, and to share any 
thoughts or concerns you might have.

Mike Sullivan
Council Member
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Congressman Poe and Representative 
Huberty

On August 8th, Council Member Mike Sullivan along with State 
Representative Dan Huberty and Congressman Ted Poe met with Mayor 
Annise Parker to discuss the drought and conditions of Lake Houston. Each 
elected official voiced their concerns and suggestions regarding the debris, 
siltation and overgrown vegetation. After discussing their options Mayor 
Parker agreed to speak with her staff to see what could be done about 
trimming the grass and debris removal. Council Member Sullivan hopes this 
meeting was a step towards coming up with a plan for the Lake Houston and 
San Jacinto river areas, however there has been no positive response yet 
from the Administration.

Water Resources Management Committee

On August 4, 2011 Council Member chaired a Water Resources Management 
Committee meeting to discuss proposed revisions to Chapter 23 of the Code 
of Ordinances. At this meeting Deputy Director Jun Chang gave a presentation 
on Lake Houston, its current state and the proposed revisions. The revisions 
presented are intended to provide source water protection while sustaining and 
regulating other uses of Lake Houston; and to define and delineate enforcement 
and protection measures.

Special Called City Council Meeting 

On Friday, August 19th the Mayor held a Special Called Council Meeting to consider an ordinance repealing Article 
XIX, Section 45-481 through 45-487 entitled Photographic Traffic Signal Enforcement Systems of the Code of 
Ordinances. This item was tagged and amended by Council Member Sullivan when it was reconsidered the next 
week at City Council. Council Member Sullivan’s amendment read that “All devices, equipment, cameras, software, 
and related apparatus known as “red light cameras” shall be removed as soon as permitted by law from all city rights 
of ways, traffic signals, posts, and poles.” The amendment passes unanimously and is now part of the city’s Code of 
Ordinances.

Council Member Sullivan with Congressman 
Poe and Rep. Huberty

Director Joe Turner addresses Council 
Member Sullivan
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Office Depot Foundation Backpack Event 

Council Member Mike Sullivan joined the Office Depot Foundation during a 
special “Back to School Celebration” on August 5, 2011 at the Office Depot 
store located at 10525 Gulf Freeway to pass out snackpacks containing 
supplies to school children of District E. Since 2001, the Office Depot 
Foundation has donated 2.5 million backpacks and snackpacks to deserving 
children all over the world. Council Member Sullivan was honored to be a part 
of an event that has positively impacted the lives of young students.

Bay Area Houston Ballet Theatre Reception 

On August 5, 2011, Council Member Mike Sullivan was invited to attend the Bay 
Area Houston Ballet and Theatre reception where he had the honor of meeting 
Ms. Olga Kostritzky, a world-renowned ballet teacher. Most recently she served 
as ballet instructor for the 2011 Black Swan motion picture. Council Member 
Sullivan was also recognized by Bay Area Houston Ballet and Theatre, and 
founder Lynette Mason Gregg for his support of the arts. 

Proclamation to J.T Thomas 

On Friday, August 5th Council Member Sullivan delivered a proclamation to John T. Hall at a Roast Ceremony held in 
his honor for his retirement from Project Love – Santa’s Angels. Project Love is an organization that provides Christmas 
to less fortunate and military families in the greater Houston area. Project Love - Santa’s Angels began 1999 at the 
Alvin Head Start in Alvin, Texas and has grown into a city wide program. Council Member Sullivan is proud to deliver the 
proclamation to J.T. Hall for his many years of selfless service to the community.

HPD Promotion Ceremony 

Council Member Sullivan attended the HPD promotions ceremony held August 
5th. The Council Member congratulated Sgt. Daryn Edwards who was recently 
promoted to Lieutenant. Sgt. Edwards was previously assigned to the Clear 
Lake substation in District E and has assisted the Council Member on many 
issues over his term in office. Council Member Sullivan applauds Lt. Edwards 
on his promotion and wishes him well in his future endeavors.

Council Member Sullivan greets Ms. Olga 
Kostritzsky

Council Member Sullivan with Sally Mitchell 
and Mark Trusty

Council Member Sullivan with Lt. Edwards
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Breakfast with HFD Station #63

On August 12, 2011, Council Member Sullivan had breakfast at station 63, 
located on Will Clayton Parkway, near Bush Intercontinental Airport. While 
there he spoke with the fire fighters about service calls and toured the facility. 
During his tour he checked out the apparatus and second floor living quarters 
which includes two of the last fire poles in operation in the City. 

Greater Houston Partnership Airport Tour 
and Luncheon

Thursday, August 11, 2011 Council Member Sullivan attended the Airport Tour 
& Luncheon held by the Greater Houston Partnership. The tour offered GHP 
members a guided, behind-the-scenes tour of the George Bush Intercontinental 
Airport and its facilities. Participants gained access to information on the 
future growth of the airport, the airport’s economic impact and insight on 
creating business opportunities. Council Member Sullivan also heard keynote 
speaker Mario Diaz, Director, Houston Airport System, discuss the future of air 
transportation and long-term planning for the Airport System at the luncheon 
following the tour.

Kingwood Lakes HOA Meeting

On August 24th, 2011, Council Member Sullivan facilitated a meeting 
between the Kingwood Lakes Home Owners Association and the City 
of Houston Public Works department, regarding silt and debris that has 
accumulated on the north and south sides of the Bear Branch culverts at 
Kingwood Dr. Over the years, Bear Branch has slowly silted and caused 
flooding concerns in the surrounding area. The Kingwood Lakes HOA, 
led by Bud Lynch, worked with the Council Member and the Public Works 
department to negotiate an agreement that would split the cost of silt 
removal. 

Council Member Sullivan at George Bush 
Intercontinental

Council Member Sullivan with members of 
the Kingwood Lakes HOA

Council Member Sullivan with Shift Captain 
Daniel Sharp
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University of Houston Reception

On August 17, 2011, Council Member Mike Sullivan attended the University 
of Houston System Farewell Reception for the University’s outgoing Board of 
Regents. The event was well attended by community and university leaders. 
While there, Council Member Sullivan visited with Nelda Luce Blair, the 
incoming Board Chair, and past Chairmen, Welcome Wilson Sr. and Carol 
Robertson Ray as well as UH Regent Jacob Monty. 

Proclamation Presentation to St Martha’s 
Catholic Church

On August 19, 2011, Council Member Sullivan attended The Dedication of 
Relics ceremony held at St. Martha’s Catholic Church. He presented Monsignor 
Borski with a City of Houston proclamation declaring August 19, 2011 as “St 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus, Friends of Jesus Catholic Parish Day.”
The Dedication of Relics ceremony followed the sanctuary dedication which 
was held the preceding Friday. These dedications mark the beginning of a 
several year relocation project in which St Martha’s Church and School will be 
moved from Woodland Hills to a 40 acre complex located at North Park and 
Hidden Pines. 

Lake Patrol pulls Vehicle out of Lake 
Houston 

On August 16, 2011, Council Member Sullivan joined HPD Lake Patrol in 
removing debris from the Lake. The Lake Patrol is taking advantage of the 
low water levels to remove debris that have been inaccessible for years. The 
most notable retrieval was a large section of an automobile. Council Member 
Sullivan also secured an air boat for the Lake Patrol Division to use while the 
lake is at record-low levels. He publicly thanks Sgt. Tolan Harding and the unit 
for their tireless efforts. 

Council Member Sullivan with UH Board of 
Regents Chairman, Nelda Luce Blair

Council Member Sullivan presenting 
proclamation to Monsignor Borski

Vehicle found in Lake Houston
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Proclamation Honoring Steve Stewart

On August 20th, Council Member Sullivan presented a proclamation to Steve 
Stewart at the 82nd Annual Maritime Dinner. Mr. Stewart was honored as the 
recipient of the 2011 Maritime Person of the Year Award by the Greater Houston 
Port Bureau. He is the President and Co-Founder of Gulf Winds International, 
Inc. which provides integrated logistics support services including warehousing, 
intermodal transportation and distribution to the international shipping industry. 
Council Member Sullivan was also joined by Council Member James Rodriguez 
and Mayor Parker in a proclamation presentation to Mr. Stewart at the August 
17th City Council meeting.

Space Scholars Luncheon

Councilman Mike Sullivan attended and was recognized at the High School 
Aerospace Scholars luncheon on August 12, 2011. High school seniors from 
across Texas were selected by their state legislator through a competitive 
process. These students take part in an interactive online learning experience 
highlighted by a weeklong internship at Johnson Space Center. The luncheon 
concluded the internship and gave students an opportunity to present what 
they learned and accomplished to their family, friends and community. Council 
Member Sullivan thanks the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Lifetime 
Director, Gene Hollier, for inviting him to attend. 

Clear Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
Exhibition at UHCL

On August 23, 2011 Council Member Mike Sullivan was privileged to attend 
the University of Houston-Clear Lake’s “Celebrating Shuttle Exhibit.” NASA 
team members, families, friends and community leaders were invited to hear 
leaders of Johnson Space Center and UHCL recall with pride memories of the 
space program as well as have the opportunity to view images from Space 
Transportation Systems 1 – 135. Council Member Sullivan was honored to be 
a part of celebrating three decades of discovery and successes of the space 
shuttle program. 

Council Member Sullivan with Steve Stewart

Council Member Sullivan with Space 
Scholar recipients

Council Member Mike Sullivan signing the 
landing gear tire of a space shuttle
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Proclamation Presentation to  
Delvin Dennis

Council Member Mike Sullivan had the privilege of presenting Mr. Delvin 
Dennis, a native Houstonian, with a proclamation on August 30, 2011. 
The proclamation recognizes Mr. Dennis’ 30 years of service to the Texas 
Department of Transportation, where he worked as Deputy District Engineer 
for the Houston district. State Representative Dan Huberty also honored Mr. 
Dennis by presenting him with a Texas State Flag which was flown over the 
state capitol. Council Member Sullivan and Representative Huberty thanked Mr. 
Dennis for his dedication to the State of Texas.

District E Town Hall Meetings

Council Member Sullivan invites his constituents to attend the upcoming town hall meetings he is hosting this Fall. 
Constituent services are of utmost priority to the council member. His town hall meetings act as a platform for District 
E residents to hear about project updates and to give the community the opportunity to voice their concerns, questions 
and suggestions.

Council Member Sullivan with Delvin Dennis 
and Rep. Dan Huberty

KINGWOOD
October 3, 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Creekwood Middle School, 3603 W. Lake Houston Parkway

SOUTHBELT ELLINGTON
October 17th 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
San Jacinto College South, Kaleidoscope Room (#11124), Building 11, 13735 Beamer Rd 
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Water Conservation

Heavy Trash

Council Member Sullivan would like to remind District E residents that the City of Houston’s Solid Waste Management 
Department will only pick up Tree Waste during the month of September. Tree Waste is defined as “clean” wood such 
as tree limbs, branches and stumps. Lumber, furniture and treated wood will NOT be accepted. For more information 
please visit the Solid Waste Management Department’s website at www.houstonsolidwaste.org.

City Hall Annex
900 Bagby
First Floor 
Houston, TX 77002

Monica Aizpurua, Chief of Staff
Karina Moreno, District Outreach Coordinator
Kelly Waterman, North Sector Manager
Allie VanDeventer, South Sector Manager

To add or remove yourself from our distribution list, please email DistrictE@houstontx.gov.


